The Palmdale
Aerospace Academy

Dear Parent/Guardian and Student,

Welcome to The Palmdale Aerospace Academy for the 2025-26 school year! We are delighted to have you join
our learning community and extend our warmest wishes for a successful, healthy, and inspiring year ahead.

In keeping with our commitment to transparency and partnership, the Academy is required each year to inform
families of their rights and responsibilities under Education Code § 48980. If you have questions about any
portion of this annual notice or would like to review specific policies or documents referenced, please contact
your school principal. They will gladly provide additional information or copies of any materials you wish to
examine.

Our mission is to deliver a high-quality, future-focused education for every student. We know that collaboration
among parents, guardians, and educators is essential to fulfilling this mission, and we look forward to working
closely with you to support your child’s growth and success.

Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education. We anticipate a wonderful year filled with designing,
creating, and exploring.

Sincerely,

Hina o?}n.aﬂ,

Gina Lynch
Superintendent
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(Please complete the form below and return it to your child’s school.)

PARENT/GUARDIAN REQUIRED ANNUAL LEGAL NOTIFICATION
(Annual Notice to Parent or Guardian Regarding Your Rights)

Student Name:

Grade:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Address:

Home Telephone Number:

Signature of Parent/Guardian (if student is under 18):

Signature of Student (if student is 18 or older):
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Advanced Placement & International Baccalaureate Fees - EC 48980(j) (9-12)

Eligible high school students may receive financial assistance to cover the costs of the advanced
placement examination fees or the International Baccalaureate examination fees, or both. For
more information, please contact the High School/Middle School administrative office at 661-
273-3680.

Asbestos Management Plan — 40 CFR 763.93

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy maintains and annually updates its management plan for
asbestos-containing material in school buildings. For a copy of the asbestos management plan,
please contact the Chief Operations Officer at 661-273-3680.

Availability of Prospectus — EC 49063, 49091.14

Each school must annually compile a prospectus of the curriculum to include titles, descriptions
and instructional goals for every course offered by The Palmdale Aerospace Academy. Please
contact Administrative Coordinator of Curriculum Instruction and Assessment for a copy of the
prospectus at 661.273.3680.

Cal Grant Program — EC 69432.9 (9-12)

A Cal Grant is money for college that does not have to be paid back. To qualify, a student must
meet the eligibility and financial requirements as well as any minimum grade point average
(GPA) requirements. Cal Grants can be used at any University of California, California State
University or California Community College. Some independent and career colleges or technical
schools in California also take Cal Grants.

In order to assist students, apply for financial aid, all students in grade 12 are automatically
considered a Cal Grant applicant and each grade 12 student’s GPA will be submitted by the
October 1 deadline to the California Student Aid Commission (CASC) electronically by a school
or school district official. A student, or the parent or guardian of a student under 18 years of
age, may complete a form to indicate that he or she does not wish for the school to
electronically send CASC the student’s GPA. Until a student turns 18 years of age, only the
parent or guardian may opt out the student. Once a student turns 18 years of age, only the
student may opt himself or herself out, and can opt in if the parent or guardian had previously
decided to opt out the student. Notification regarding CASC and the opportunity to opt out of
being automatically deemed a Cal Grant applicant will be provided to all students and their
parents or guardians by January 1 of the students’ 11th grade year.

California Healthy Youth Act — EC 51930-51939

The California Healthy Youth Act requires school districts to provide pupils with integrated,
comprehensive, accurate, and unbiased sexual health and HIV prevention education at least
once in middle school and once in high school. It is intended to ensure that pupils in grades 7-
12 are provided with the knowledge and skills necessary to: 1) protect their sexual and
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reproductive health from HIV, other sexually transmitted infections, and unintended pregnancy
and menstrual health; 2) develop healthy attitudes concerning adolescent growth and
development, body
image, gender, sexual orientation, relationships, marriage, and family; and 3) have healthy,
positive, and safe relationships and behaviors. It also promotes understanding of sexuality as a
normal part of human development.
Parents or legal guardians have the right to:
1. Inspect the written and audiovisual educational materials used in the
comprehensive sexual health and HIV prevention education.
2. Request in writing that their child not receive comprehensive sexual
health or HIV prevention education.
3. Request a copy of Education Codes 51930 through 51939, the
California Healthy Youth Act.
4. Be informed whether the comprehensive sexual health or HIV
prevention education will be taught by district personnel or outside
consultants.
The district may administer to pupils in grades 7 through 12 anonymous, voluntary,
and confidential research and evaluation tools to measure pupils’ health behavior
and risks, including tests, questionnaires, and surveys, containing age-appropriate
guestions about their attitudes or practices relating to sex. Parents or legal
guardians will be notified in writing about the administration of, the right to
review, and the right to excuse their child from any test, questionnaire, or survey.

California Proficiency Program — 5 CCR 11523 (9-12)
The California Proficiency Program (CPP) is a voluntary test that assesses proficiency in basic
reading, writing, and mathematics skills taught in public schools. Eligible pupils who pass the
CPP are awarded a Certificate of Proficiency by the State Board of Education. A pupil who
receives a Certificate of Proficiency may, with verified approval from the parent or legal
guardian, leave high school early. The Certificate of Proficiency is equivalent to a high school
diploma; however, it is not equivalent to completing all course work required for regular
graduation from high school. Pupils planning to continue his or her studies in a college or
university should contact the admissions office of the institution to find out if the Certificate of
Proficiency will meet admission requirements.
A pupil is eligible to take the CHSPE only if he or she meets one of the following requirements
on the test date:
1. is at least 16 years old;
2. has been enrolled in the tenth grade for one academic year or longer; or
3. will complete one academic year of enrollment in the tenth grade at the end of the
semester during which the CHSPE regular administration will be conducted. A fee for
each examination application shall not be charged to a homeless or foster youth under
the age of 25. For more information, including administration dates and registration
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deadlines, visit the following website: http://www.chspe.net/.

Camera Surveillance on School Property — PC 647(j)

For the safety of our students, staff and visitors, the School District employs camera surveillance
equipment for security purposes. This equipment may or may not be monitored at any time.
Surveillance cameras will generally be utilized only in public areas where there is no “reasonable
expectation of privacy.” Public areas may include building entrances; hallways; parking lots; front offices
where students, employees, and parents come and go; gymnasiums during public activities; cafeterias;
and supply rooms. However, it is not possible for surveillance cameras to cover all public areas of
Academy buildings or all Academy activities.

Academy surveillance cameras will not be installed in “private” areas, such as restrooms, locker rooms,
changing areas, private offices (unless consent by the office owner is given), or classrooms.

Career Counseling & Course Selection — EC 221.5(d)

Commencing grade 7, school personnel shall assist pupils with course selection or career
counseling, exploring the possibility of careers, or courses leading to careers based on the
interest and ability of the pupil and not on the pupil’s gender. Parents or legal guardians are
notified so that they may participate in such counseling sessions and decisions.

Charter School Complaint Notice — EC 47605(d)(4)

Charter Schools may NOT discourage enrollment for any of these reasons: low academic
achievement, economic disadvantaged, English Learner, Ethnicity, Foster Youth,
Homelessness, Nationality, Neglect or Delinquent, Race, Sexual orientation, Disabilities.
Charter Schools shall NOT: request records or require records to be submitted prior to
enrollment, encourage disenrollment for any reason (other than suspension or expulsion). In
order to submit a complaint, complete the Charter School Complaint Form, submit to the
charter school authorizer by mail or electronically:

Palmdale School District

39139 North 10th Street East

Palmdale, CA 93550
661-947-7191

Concussion and Head Injuries — EC 49475

A concussion is a brain injury that can be caused by a bump, blow, or jolt to the head, or by a
blow to another part of the body with the force transmitted to the head. Even though most
concussions are mild, all concussions are potentially serious and may result in complications
including prolonged brain damage and death if not recognized and managed properly.

A school district, charter school, or private school that elects to offer an athletic program must
immediately remove from a school-sponsored athletic activity for the remainder of the day an
athlete who is suspected of sustaining a concussion or head injury during that activity. The
athlete may not return to that activity until he or she is evaluated by, and receives written
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clearance from, a licensed healthcare provider. If the licensed health care provider determines
the athlete has a concussion or head injury, the athlete shall also complete a graduated return
to-play protocol of no less than 7 days in duration under the supervision of a licensed
healthcare provider.

On a yearly basis, a concussion and head injury information sheet must be signed and returned
by the athlete and the athlete’s parent or guardian before the athlete initiates practice or
competition. This requirement does not apply to an athlete engaging in an athletic activity
during the regular school day or as part of a physical education course.

Confidential Medical Services — EC 46010.1

School authorities may excuse any pupil in grades 7-12 from the school for the purpose of
obtaining confidential medical services without the consent of the pupil’s parent or guardians.
When excusing students for confidential medical services or verifying such appointments, staff
will not ask the purpose of such appointments but may contact a medical office to confirm the
time of the appointment. Staff will not notify a parent when a student leaves school to obtain
confidential medical services.

Confidentiality of Medical Information Act — CC 56.10

School linked service coordinators will have access to health care information which complies
with federal health insurance requirements. The coordinator must be credentialed and serve
with confidentiality requirements per licensed school nurses, marriage and family therapists,
educational psychologists, and clinical counselors.

Controlled Substances: Opioids - EC49476

School Authorities must provide facts regarding the risks and side effects of opioid use each school year
to athletes. Parents and student athletes must sign acknowledgement of the receipt of the document
annually.

Custody Issues

Custody disputes must be handled by the courts. The school has no legal jurisdiction to refuse a
biological parent access to his/her child and/or school records. The only exception is when signed
restraining orders or proper divorce papers, specifically stating visitation limitations, are on file in the
school office. Any student release situation, which leaves the student’s welfare in question will be
handled at the discretion of the site administrator or designee. Should any such situation become a
disruption to the school, law enforcement will be contacted, and an officer requested to intervene.
Parents are asked to make every attempt not to involve school sites in custody matters. The school will
make every attempt to reach the custodial parent when a parent or any other person not listed on the
emergency card attempts to pick up a child.
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Directory Information — EC 49073

“Directory Information” can include student’s name, address, telephone number, date and
place of birth, honors and awards, and dates of attendance. Directory information may be
disclosed without prior consent from the parent or legal guardian, unless the parent of legal
guardian submits a written notice to the school to deny access to his/her pupil’s directory
information

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy has determined that the following individuals, officials, or
organizations may receive directory information: law enforcement, community-based
organizations, educational institutions, school officials with legitimate educational interests, US
military, PTSO, and national student clearinghouses.

No information may be released to private profit making entities, other than employers,
prospective employers and representatives of the news media, but not limited to, newspapers,
magazines, and radio and television stations.

Educational Equity: Immigration and Citizenship Status — EC 200, 220, 234.1, 234.7, 66251,

66260.6, 66270, and 66270.3

The Equity in Higher Education Act states that all persons, regardless of their disability, gender, gender
identity, gender expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, immigration status
have equal educational rights and opportunities including financial aid for higher education to also be
equitable, and an application may not be denied of a student based on their immigration status.

Emergency Treatment for Anaphylaxis - EC 49414
EC 49414 requires school districts to provide epinephrine auto-injectors to school nurses and

trained personnel and authorizes them to use epinephrine auto-injectors for any student who
may be experiencing anaphylaxis, regardless of known history. Emergency epinephrine auto-
injectors must be stored in an accessible location along with a copy of written training material
upon need for emergency use. Notice of location must be publicly posted. Anaphylaxis is a
severe and potentially life-threatening allergic reaction that can occur after encountering an
allergic trigger, such as food, medicine, an insect bite, latex or exercise. Symptoms include
narrowing of the airways, rashes or hives, nausea or vomiting, a weak pulse and dizziness. It is
estimated that approximately 25% of the anaphylactic reactions occur during school hours to
students who had not previously been diagnosed with a food allergy.

Entrance Health Screening (K-8) — HSC 124085, 124100, 124105
State law requires that the parent or legal guardian of each pupil provide the school within 90

days after entrance to first grade documentary proof that the pupil has received a health
screening examination by a doctor within the prior 18 months. Pupils may be excluded up to 5
days from school for failing to comply or not providing a waiver. Free health screening is
available for eligible students through the Child Health Disabilities Prevention Program.
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Excused Absences — EC 46014, 48205

Pupils, with the written consent of their parents or guardians, may be excused from school in
order to participate in religious exercises or to receive moral or religious instruction. No pupil
shall have his or her grade reduced or lose academic credit for any excused absence or
absences, if missed assignments and tests that can reasonably be provided are satisfactorily
completed within a reasonable period of time.

(a) A pupil shall be excused from school when the absence is:

PwnNE

10.

11.
12.

13.

Due to his or her illness.

Due to quarantine under the direction of a county or city health officer.

For the purpose of having medical, dental, optometric, or chiropractic services rendered.
For the purpose of attending the funeral services of a member of his or her immediate
family, or of a person that is determined by the pupil’s parent or guardian to be in such
close association with the pupil as to be considered the pupil’s immediate family, so long as
the absence is not more than five days per incident.

For the purpose of jury duty in the manner provided for by law.

Due to the illness or medical appointment during school hours of a child of whom the pupil
is the custodial parent.

For justifiable personal reasons, including, but not limited to, an appearance in court,
attendance at a funeral service, observance of a holiday or ceremony of his or her religion,
attendance at religious retreats, attendance at an employment conference, or attendance
at an educational conference on the legislative or judicial process offered by a nonprofit
organization when the pupil's absence is requested in writing by the parent or guardian and
approved by the principal or a designated representative pursuant to uniform standards
established by the governing board.

For the purpose of serving as a member of a precinct board for an election pursuant to
Section 12302 of the Elections Code.

For the purpose of spending time with a member of the pupil's immediate family, who is an
active duty member of the uniformed services, as defined in section 49701, and has been
called to duty for, is on leave from, or has immediately returned from, deployment.
Absences granted pursuant to this paragraph shall be granted for a period of time to be
determined at the discretion of the superintendent of the school district.

For the purpose of attending the pupil’s naturalization ceremony to become a United States
Citizen.

For the purpose of participating in a cultural ceremony or even

(A) For the purpose of a middle school or high school pupil engaging in a civic or political
event, as provided in subparagraph (B), provided that the pupil notifies the school ahead of
the absence. (B) (i) A middle school or high school pupil who is absent pursuant to
subparagraph (A) is required to be excused for only one school day-long absence per school
year. (ii) A middle school or high school pupil who is absent pursuant to subparagraph (A)
may be permitted additional excused absences in the discretion of a school administrator,
as described in subdivision (c) of Section 48260.

(A) For any of the purposes described in clauses (i) to (iii), inclusive, if an immediate family
member of the pupil, or a person that is determined by the pupil’s parent or guardian to be
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in such close association with the pupil as to be considered the pupil’s immediate family,
has died, so long as the absence is not more than three days per incident. (i) To access
services from a victim services organization or agency. (ii) To access grief support services.
(iii) To participate in safety planning or to take other actions to increase the safety of the
pupil or an immediate family member of the pupil, or a person that is determined by the
pupil’s parent or guardian to be in such close association with the pupil as to be considered
the pupil’s immediate family, including, but not limited to, temporary or permanent
relocation. (B) Any absences beyond three days for the reasons described in subparagraph
(A) shall be subject to the discretion of the school administrator, or their designee, pursuant
to Section 48260.

14. Due to the pupil’s participation in military entrance processing.

15. Authorized at the discretion of a school administrator as described in subdivision (c) of
Section 48260.

a. A pupil absent form school under this section shall be allowed to complete all
assignments and tests missed during the absence that can be reasonably provided
and, upon satisfactory completion within a reasonable period of time, shall be
given full credit therefor. The teacher of the class from which a pupil is absent shall
determine which test and assignments shall be reasonably equivalent to, but not
necessarily identical to, the test or assignments that the pupil missed during the
absence.]

b. For purposes to this section, attendance at religious retreats shall not exceed one
school day per semester.

c. Absences pursuant to this section are deemed to be absences in computing
average daily attendance and shall not generate state apportionment payments.

1. A “civic or political event” includes, but is not limited to, voting, poll working, strikes,
public commenting, candidate speeches, political or civic forums, and town halls.

2. “Cultural” means relating to the practices, habits, beliefs, and traditions of a certain
group of people living in the household of the pupil.

3. “Immediate family” means the parent or guardian, brother or sister, grandparent, or
any relative living in the household of the pupil.

4. “Victim services organization or agency” has the same meaning as defined in
paragraph (7) of subdivision (g) of Section 230.1 of the Labor Code.

Federal Student Aid — EC 51225.8 (9-12), EC 51225.7

Under state law, school districts are required to inform parents that students prior to
entering 12th grade are entitled to information on how to properly complete and submit
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the California Dream Act Application
as well as the ability to opt out of these opportunities. This information should be available
in a timely manner as financial aid is awarded in order of submission according to deadlines,
on a first-come, first served basis. All family and student personal information will be
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protected according to state and federal privacy laws and regulations. Student lists will be
matched to FAFSA applications for the purpose of ensuring that either the FAFSA is
completed or if an opt out form has been completed to maintain the students’ ability to
graduate. Parents/guardians must be notified if the student is exempted.

Fingerprinting - EC 32390, 48980(f)

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy offers a fingerprint program for children enrolled in
kindergarten or newly enrolled. Parents or guardians must declare, in writing, whether or not
they want their child(ren) to be fingerprinted. Parents or guardians consenting to the
fingerprinting must pay the applicable fee. Parents or guardians may reverse in writing the
declaration on fingerprinting at any time. No child may be fingerprinted without the consent of
the parent or guardian.

Free and Reduced-price Meals — EC 49501.5, 49510, 49391, and 49392
Commencing in SY 2022-23, Education Code (EC) 49501.5 requires public school districts,

county office of education, and charter schools serving students in grades TK-12 to provide two
meals free of charge (breakfast and lunch) during each school day to students requesting a
meal, regardless of their free-or reduced-price meal eligibility. Charter Schools and Districts will
still require eligible parents to submit an application in order to remain in compliance for
accounting purposes only. Schools serving grades 1-6 will serve breakfast or a morning snack to
non-school ages children with a guardian present.

Education of Foster Youth: EC 48204, 48853, 48853.5, 51215.1, 51225.2, 47605, 47605.6, 48432.5,
48911, 48911.1, 48915.5, and 48918.1

In addition to parental notification requirements for an involuntary transfer to a continuation school,
suspension, or expulsion notification must be made to the foster child’s attorney and social worker, and
for the child’s tribal social worker, if applicable, and county social worker. The attorney and social
worker have the same rights as parents during these processes, such as requests for meetings and the
ability to inspect all documents.

Gun Safety — EC 49390, 48391, and 49392

This is a reminder that firearms are to be safely stored away from children and teens. The accidental
shooting of children and youth is the third leading cause of death following accidents and suicide.
California public schools are mandated to remind families to keep their home safe from such potential
dangers. If there is a threat or perceived threat, then the public schools will cooperate with local law
enforcement to conduct an immediate threat assessment.

Harm or Destruction of Animals — EC 32255 et seq.

Any pupil with a moral objection to dissecting or otherwise harming or destroying an animal, or
any part thereof, must inform his or her teacher of the objection. Objections must be
substantiated by a note from the pupil’s parent or guardian. A pupil who chooses to refrain
from participation in an education project involving the harmful or destructive use of an animal
may receive an alternative education project, if the teacher believes that an adequate
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alternative education project is possible. The teacher may work with the pupil to develop and
agree upon an alternative education project so that the pupil may obtain the knowledge,
information, or experience required by the course of study in question.

Health Insurance Coverage for Athletes (9-12) — EC 32221.5

Under state law, school districts are required to ensure that all members of school athletic
teams have accidental injury insurance that covers medical and hospital expenses. This
insurance requirement can be met by the school district offering insurance or other health
benefits that cover medical and hospital expenses. Some pupils may qualify to enroll in no-cost
or low-cost local, state, or federally sponsored health insurance programs. For more
information, contact Medi-Cal for Families at (800) 988-5305.

Immunizations - EC 49403, 48216; HSC 120325, 120335, 120365, 120370, 120375

Students must be immunized against certain communicable diseases. Students are prohibited
from attending school unless immunization requirements are met for age and grade. The
Palmdale Aerospace Academy shall cooperate with local health officials in measures necessary
for the prevention and control of communicable diseases in school age children. The district
may use any funds, property, or personnel and may permit any person licensed as a physician
or registered nurse to administer an immunizing agent to any student whose parents have
consented in writing.

Beginning January 1, 2016, parents of students in any school will no longer be allowed to
submit a personal beliefs exemption to a currently required vaccine. A personal beliefs
exemption on file at school prior to January 1, 2016 will continue to be valid until the student
enters the next grade span at kindergarten (including transitional kindergarten) or 7th grade.

Students are not required to have immunizations if they attend a home-based private school or
an independent study program and do not receive classroom-based instruction. However,
parents must continue to provide immunizations records for these students to their schools.
The immunization requirements do not prohibit students from accessing special education and
related services required by their individualized education programs.

A student not fully immunized may be temporarily excluded from a school or other institution
when that child has been exposed to a specified disease and whose documentary proof of

immunization status does not show proof of immunization against one of the communicable
diseases described above. For more information, please contact the Director of Health
Services.

State law requires the following immunizations before a child may attend school:

(a) All new students, in transitional kindergarten through grade 12, to The Palmdale Aerospace
Academy provide proof of polio, diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, measles, and mumps, rubella,
and varicella immunizations.
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(b) All transitional kindergarten and kindergarten students must also provide proof of
vaccination against hepatitis B.

(c) All seventh grade students must also provide proof of a second measles-containing vaccine,
and a pertussis booster vaccine.

Information about a medical exemption or personal beliefs exemption from immunizations for
your student is available at CAIR ME. For more information on medical exemptions, please visit
the following website: https://cair.cdph.ca.gov/exemptions/home.

Instruction for Pupils with Temporary Disabilities - EC 48206.3, 48207, and 48208

A pupil with a temporary disability which makes attendance in the regular day classes or the
alternative educational program in which the pupil is enrolled impossible or inadvisable may
receive individualized instruction provided in the pupil’s home for one hour a day. Please
contact the Special Education Program Specialist for further information. A pupil with a
temporary disability, who is in a hospital or other residential health facility, excluding a state
hospital, may be deemed to have complied with the residency requirements for school
attendance in the school district in which the hospital is located.

It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to notify the school district in which the
hospital or other residential health facility is located of the presence of a pupil with a
temporary disability. Upon receipt of the notification, the district will within five working days
determine whether the pupil will be able to receive individualized instruction pursuant to EC
48206.3 and, if so, provide the instruction within five working days or less.

A pupil with a temporary disability may remain enrolled in the district of residence or charter
school and may attend regular classes when not confined to the hospital setting, the total days
of instruction may not exceed the maximum of five days with both school settings and
attendance may not be duplicated. If necessary, the district of residence may provide
instruction in the home for the days not receiving instruction in the hospital setting, depending
upon the temporary doctor orders. The supervisor of attendance shall ensure that absences
from the regular school program are excused until the pupil is able to return to the regular
school program.

An honorary high school diploma which is clearly distinguishable from the regular diploma of
graduation may be awarded to a pupil who is terminally ill, from the resident governing school
board, a county office of education or a charter school.

Medical or Hospital Service - EC 49472
(Services Not Provided) The Palmdale Aerospace Academy does not provide or make available

medical and hospital services for pupils who are injured in accidents related to school activity or
attendance.
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Medication Regimen — EC 49423, 49480

The parent or guardian of any pupil taking medication on a regular basis must inform the school nurse,
the Director of Health Services or designee of the medication being taken, the current dosage, and the
name of the supervising physician. With the consent of the parent or legal guardian, the school nurse
may communicate with the physician and may counsel with school personnel regarding the possible
effects of the medication on the pupil.

Any pupil who is required to take, during the regular school day, medication prescribed by a physician
may be assisted by the school nurse or other designated school personnel if the charter school receives
both a written statement of instructions from the physician detailing the method, amount, and time
schedules by which such medication is to be taken requesting the school nurse to assist the pupil with
prescribed medication as set forth in the physician statement. Students may carry and self-administer
auto-injectable epinephrine or inhaled asthma medication if the school receives both a written statement
on instructions from the physician detailing the method, amount, and time schedules by which such
medication is to be taken and a written statement from the parent or guardian requesting that the
student self-administer. All requests are to be approved by the school nurse prior to use.

Mental Health — EC 49472

In order to initiate access to available pupil mental health services, you may contact your school
counselor’s office at (661)273-3680. Our school will notify parents and students at least twice
per year. This one time through our Annual Notifications, we will also notify you again a second
time each school year by the following means: ParentSquare.

Nondiscrimination Statement EC 221.8

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy is committed to providing a safe school environment where
all individuals in education are afforded equal access and opportunities. The Academy’s
academic and other educational support programs, services and activities shall be free from
discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying of any individual based on the person’s
actual race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or
parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, or
gender expression; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a
person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics.

Specifically, state law prohibits discrimination on the basis of gender in enrollment, counseling,
and the availability of physical education, athletic activities, and sports. Transgender students
shall be permitted to participate in gender-segregated school programs and activities (e.g.,
athletic teams, sports competitions, and field trips) and to use facilities consistent with their
gender identity. The District assures that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to
admission or participation in District programs.

Complaints of unlawful discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying are investigated
through the Uniform Complaint Process. Such complaints must be filed no later than six months
after knowledge of the alleged discrimination was first obtained. For a complaint form or
additional information, contact the Student Services office.
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Oral Health Assessment — EC 49452.8 (K-8)
Record of a dental assessment done by a dental professional is required for all kindergarteners

and first graders attending public school for the first time. Dental assessments must be
completed in the 12 months prior to entry or by May 31st of the pupil’s first school year.

Pesticides - EC 17612 and 48980.3

To obtain a copy of all pesticide products and expected use at the school facility during the year,
and to receive notification of individual pesticide applications at the school at least 72 hours
before the application. The notice will identify the active ingredient(s) in each pesticide product,
the intended date of application an Internet address on pesticide use and reduction, and the
Internet address where the school site integrated pest management plan may be found if the
school site has posted the plan. Please contact the Director of Facilities, Maintenance, and
Operations at (661) 273- 3680 with any questions.

Physical Examination — EC 49451; 20 USC 1232h

A parent or guardian may file annually with the school principal a written statement, signed by
the parent or legal guardian, withholding consent to a physical examination of the pupil.
However, whenever there is good reason to believe that the pupil is suffering from a recognized
contagious or infectious disease, the pupil shall be sent home and shall not be permitted to
return until school authorities are satisfied that the contagious or infectious disease no longer
exists.

Pregnant and Parenting Pupils - EC 221.51, 222.5, 46015, 48205, and 48980

The governing board of The Palmdale Aerospace Academy will treat both the pregnant teen
mother and the teen father with the same accommodations, regardless of sex. The teen parents
may not be excluded from any class or extracurricular activities, solely on the basis of
pregnancy, childbirth, false pregnancy, termination of pregnancy, or post-partum recovery.
Physical and emotional ability to continue may only be determined by physician or nurse
practioner. Pregnant or parenting pupils may not be required to participate in pregnant minor
programs or alternative programs, with the exception of personal choice. Parental rights will be
an option available in annual notifications or at semester term periods, welcome packets,
orientation, online or in print, or in independent study packets as provided to all regular
students from school districts or charter schools. Parental leave for eight weeks for preparation
of birth of infant, post-partum for mental and physical health needs of the teen parents and to
bond with infants, or any additional medically approved time to protect the infant or parents is
allowed. Additional leave may occur if deemed medically necessary, as prescribed by a physician
or nurse practitioner. The pregnant and parenting teens are not required to take all or part of
the leave to which they are entitled. Leave will be approved by the district or charter school
supervisor of attendance, as excused absence, with a unique code similar to independent study.
However, no work is required during the leave. Upon return, the parenting teens are entitled to
return to the school courses that were in enrolled before taking leave. Make up plans and
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reenrollment will be worked out with the school counselor or administrator to achieve an
opportunity to fully participate in all activities, as before leave. If needed, parenting teen may
enroll for a fifth year of instruction if on course for graduation requirements. If parenting teens
were enrolled in an alternative school setting, a return to that environment is to be available as
needed to achieve graduation. A pupil shall not incur any academic penalties due to using these
available accommodations. An illness for sick child does not require a doctor note for the
custodial parenting teens; the mother or father will be excused by the attendance supervisor.

Pupil health: opioid overdose prevention and treatment: Melanie’s Law - EC 32282, 47605,
47605.6, 49414.4 and 49428.16 (See School Safety Plan)

Pupil Records Obtained from Social Media — EC 49073.6

Other than the school newspaper and yearbook, the school may gather information in the form
of video, photograph, blog, texts, and emails, to maintain school and student safety. All social
media information gathered will be destroyed within one year after the student turns 18 years
old or one year after the student is no longer enrolled, whichever one comes first.

Pupil Records - EC 49063 and 49069, 34 CFR 99.7, 20 USC 1232g

A cumulative record, whether recorded by handwriting, print, tapes, film, microfilm or other
means, must be maintained on the history of a pupil’s development and educational progress.
The Palmdale Aerospace Academy will protect the privacy of such records.

Parents/guardians have the right to 1) inspect and review the pupil’s educational record
maintained by the school, 2) request that a school correct records which they believe to be
inaccurate or misleading, and 3) have some control over the disclosure of information from
educational records. School officials with legitimate educational interests may access pupil
records without parental consent as long as the official needs to review the records in order to
fulfill his/her professional responsibility. Upon request from officials of another school district
in which a pupil seeks or intends to enroll, the District shall disclose educational records
without parental consent.

Parents’ request to access their pupil’s educational records must be submitted in a written form
to the Admissions and Records Coordinator/Manager and the school will have five (5) business
days from the day of receipt of the request to provide access to the records.

Any challenge to school records must be submitted in writing to the Director of Student
Services/Special Educaiton.

A parent challenging school records must show that the records are:

1) inaccurate,

2) an unsubstantiated personal conclusion or inference,

3) a conclusion or inference outside the observer’s area of competence,

4) not based on the personal observation of a named person with the time and place
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of the observation noted,

5) misleading, or

6) in violation of the privacy or other rights of the pupil. Parents have the right to file a
complaint with the United States Department of Education concerning an alleged
failure by the District to comply with the provisions of the United States Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) by writing to: Family Policy Compliance
Office, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, D.C.
20202-4605.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students who are
18 years of age or older “eligible students” certain rights with respect to the student’s
education records. These rights are:

1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days after

the day The Palmdale Aerospace Academy receives a request for access. Parents or eligible
students who wish to inspect their child’s or their education records should submit to the
registrar a written request that identifies the records they wish to inspect. The school official
will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and
place where the records may be inspected.

2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or
eligible student believes are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s
privacy rights under FERPA. Parents or eligible students who wish to ask The Palmdale
Aerospace Academy to amend their child’s or their education record should write the registrar,
clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it should be changed.
If the school decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible student,
the school will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and of their right to a
hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing
procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a
hearing.

3. The right to provide written consent before the school discloses personally identifiable
information (PII) from the student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA
authorizes disclosure without consent. One exception, which permits disclosure without
consent, is disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational interests. The criteria for
determining who constitutes a school official and what constitutes a legitimate educational
interest must be set forth in the school’s or school district’s annual notification for FERPA
rights. A school official typically includes a person employed by the school or school district as
an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical
staff and law enforcement unit personnel) or a person serving on the school board. A school
official also may include a volunteer, contractor, or consultant who, while not employed by the
school, performs an institutional service or function for which the school would otherwise use
its own employees and who is under the direct control of the school with respect to the use
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and maintenance of Pll from education records, such as an attorney, auditor, medical
consultant, or therapist; a parent or student volunteering to serve on an official committee,
such as a disciplinary or grievance committee; or a parent, student, or other volunteer assisting
another school official in performing his or her tasks. A school official typically has a legitimate
educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or
her professional responsibility. Upon request, the school discloses education records without
consent to officials of another school or school district in which a student seeks or intends to
enroll, or is already enrolled if the disclosure is for purposes of the student’s enrollment or
transfer.

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged
failures by the [School] to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of
the Office that administers FERPA are:

Student Privacy Policy Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

FERPA permits the disclosure of Pll from students’ education records, without consent of the
parent or eligible student, if the disclosure meets certain conditions found in § 99.31 of the
FERPA regulations. Except for disclosures to school officials, disclosures related to some judicial
orders or lawfully issued subpoenas, disclosures of directory information, and disclosures to the
parent or eligible student, § 99.32 of the FERPA regulations requires the school to record the
disclosure. Parents and eligible students have a right to inspect and review the record of
disclosures. A school may disclose PIl from the education records of a student without
obtaining prior written consent of the parents or the eligible student —

e To other school officials, including teachers, within the educational agency or institution
whom the school has determined to have legitimate educational interests. This includes
contractors, consultants, volunteers, or other parties to whom the school has
outsourced institutional services or functions, provided that the conditions listed in §
99.31(a)(2)(i)(B)(1) - (a)(21)(i)(B)(3) are met. (§ 99.31(a)(1))

e To officials of another school, school system, or institution of postsecondary education
where the student seeks or intends to enroll, or where the student is already enrolled if
the disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer, subject to
the requirements of § 99.34. (§ 99.31(a)(2))

e To authorized representatives of the U. S. Comptroller General, the U. S. Attorney
General, the U.S. Secretary of Education, or State and local educational authorities, such
as the State educational agency (SEA) in the parent or eligible student’s State.
Disclosures under this provision may be made, subject to the requirements of § 99.35,
in connection with an audit or evaluation of Federal- or State-supported education

18

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy 2025-2026 Annual Notifications
Revised 7/1/2025



19

programs, or for the enforcement of or compliance with Federal legal requirements that
relate to those programs. These entities may make further disclosures of Pll to outside
entities that are designated by them as their authorized representatives to conduct any
audit, evaluation, or enforcement or compliance activity on their behalf, if applicable
requirements are met. (§§ 99.31(a)(3) and 99.35)

e In connection with financial aid for which the student has applied or which the student
has received, if the information is necessary for such purposes as to determine eligibility
for the aid, determine the amount of the aid, determine the conditions of the aid, or
enforce the terms and conditions of the aid. (§ 99.31(a)(4))

e To State and local officials or authorities to whom information is specifically allowed to
be reported or disclosed by a State statute that concerns the juvenile justice system and
the system’s ability to effectively serve, prior to adjudication, the student whose
records were released, subject to § 99.38. (§ 99.31(a)(5))

e To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the school, in order to: (a)
develop, validate, or administer predictive tests; (b) administer student aid programs; or
(c) improve instruction, if applicable requirements are met. (§ 99.31(a)(6))

e To accrediting organizations to carry out their accrediting functions. (§ 99.31(a)(7))

e To parents of an eligible student if the student is a dependent for IRS tax purposes. (§
99.31(a)(8))

e To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena if applicable requirements
are met. (§ 99.31(a)(9))

e To appropriate officials in connection with a health or safety emergency, subject to §
99.36. (§ 99.31(a)(10))

e Information the school has designated as “directory information” if applicable
requirements under § 99.37 are met. (§ 99.31(a)(11))

e To an agency caseworker or other representative of a State or local child welfare agency
or tribal organization who is authorized to access a student’s case plan when such
agency or organization is legally responsible, in accordance with State or tribal law, for
the care and protection of the student in foster care placement. (20 U.S.C. §
1232g(b)(1)(L))

e To the Secretary of Agriculture or authorized representatives of the Food and Nutrition
Service for purposes of conducting program monitoring, evaluations, and performance
measurements of programs authorized under the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act or the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, under certain conditions. (20 U.S.C. §
1232g(b)(1)(K))

Pupil Swimming Safety— EC 35179.6

The Academy is committed to safety for all our students at our planned events, including
around swimming pools. There is already a requirement for pool sport coaches to be fully
trained in CPR in case of accidental drowning in the pool. If there is any event on-campus or
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hosted at a swimming pool facility, at least one adult with a valid certification of CPR training
will be present throughout the duration of the event.

Retroactive Grant of High School Diplomas: Departed/Deported Pupils (9-12) - EC 51430
The governing board of The Palmdale Aerospace Academy may award a diploma to any
student who may have been deported outside the US, if in good standing after completing
the second year of high school. Any transfer credits from outside the US will be considered
as completion through online or foreign classes.

Safe Place to Learn Act — EC 234 and 234.1

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy is committed to maintaining a learning environment that is
free from discrimination, harassment, violence, intimidation, and bullying based on actual or
perceived characteristics set forth in Section 422.55 of the Penal Code and EC 220, and
disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion,
sexual orientation, or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or
perceived characteristics. All school personnel who witness an act of discrimination,
harassment, intimidation, or bullying must take immediate steps to intervene when safe to do
so.

Any student who engages in acts of discrimination, harassment, violence, intimidation, or
bullying related to school activity or school attendance occurring within a school of the school
district may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion. To report an
incidence and/or to receive a copy of the district’s antidiscrimination, anti-harassment, anti-
intimidation, and anti-bullying policies, please contact Elementary or High School/Middle
School administrative office.

School Safety: Bullying — EC 234.4, 22589, and 32283.5

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy is committed to the prohibition of discrimination,
harassment, intimidation, and bullying including cyberbullying on social media. Annual training
will be provided to all staff who work with students, to prevent bullying and cyberbullying. You
may find a list of education web pages describing the staff training at:

https://www.cde.ca.gov/Is/ss/se/bullyres.asp If you or your child should experience any bullying

on campus, at school events, or on the way to or from school, please contact Elementary or
High School/Middle School administrative office at (661) 273-3680.

Sexual Harassment — EC 231.5, 231.7 and 48980(f)

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy is committed to maintaining a learning and working
environment that is free from sexual harassment. Any student who engages in sexual
harassment of anyone in or from the district may be subject to disciplinary action up to and
including expulsion. Any employee who permits, engages in, or fails to report sexual
harassment shall be subject to disciplinary action up to and including dismissal. For a copy of
the district’s sexual harassment policy or to report incidences of sexual harassment, please
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contact the High School/Middle School administrative office at (661) 273-3680.

Sudden Cardiac Arrest — EC 33479 et seq.

Sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) is when the heart stops beating, suddenly and unexpectedly. When
this happens, blood stops flowing to the brain and other vital organs. SCA is not a heart attack; it
is a malfunction in the heart’s electrical system, causing the victim to collapse. The malfunction
is caused by a congenital or genetic defect in the heart’s structure. SCA is more likely to occur
during exercise or sports activity, so athletes are at greater risk. These symptoms can be unclear
and confusing in athletes.

Often, people confuse these warning signs with physical exhaustion. If not properly treated
within minutes, SCA is fatal in 92 percent of cases. In a school district, charter school, or private
school that elects to conduct athletic activities, the athletic director, coach, athletic trainer, or
authorized person must remove from participation a pupil who passes out or faints, or who is
known to have passed out or fainted, while participating in or immediately following an athletic
activity.

A pupil who exhibits any of the other symptoms of SCA during an athletic activity may be
removed from participation if the athletic trainer or authorized person reasonably believes that
the symptoms are cardiac related. A pupil who is removed from play may not return to that
activity until he or she is evaluated by, and receives written clearance from, a physician or
surgeon. On a yearly basis, an acknowledgement of receipt and review of information regarding
SCA must be signed and returned by the pupil and the pupil’s parent or guardian before a pupil
participates in specific types of athletic activities which generally does not apply to those
conducted during the regular school day or as part of a physical education course.

Surveys — EC 51513 and 51514

Anonymous, voluntary and confidential research and evaluation tools to measure student’s
health behaviors and risks, including tests, questionnaires, and surveys containing age
appropriate questions about the student’s attitudes and practices relating to sex, family life,
morality, and religion may be administered to students if the parent is notified in writing that 1)
this test, questionnaire, or survey is to be administered, 2) the student’s parent is given the
opportunity to review the test, questionnaire, or survey, and 3) the parent consents in writing.
Questions pertaining to the sexual orientation and gender identity of a student shall not be
removed from a survey that already includes them.

Suicide Prevention Policies - EC 215

Student suicide rates are of concern to all members of the school community. One child, ages
12 and older, dies by suicide every five days in California. Local educational agencies (LEAs) that
serve students in grades 7 to 12 are required to adopt policies on the prevention of student
suicides and also require the California Department of Education (CDE) to develop and maintain
a model suicide prevention policy. The Palmdale Aerospace Academy is to provide suicide
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prevention policies in a prominent place on existing internet website, and a provide copy of
policy to parents and guardians two times per year.

Tardiness Policies

Children should be encouraged to be prompt as part of developing good habits. They are
expected to be at school on time. If a child is late, the child should bring an excuse from home
to the school office. A student will be classified as truant if they are tardy or absent for more
than a 30-minute period during the school day without a valid excuse on three occasions in one
school year.

Title IX-EC 221.61

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is one of several federal and state anti-
discrimination laws that ensure equality in educational programs and activities that receive
federal funding. Specifically, Title IX protects male and female pupils and employees, as well as
transgender pupils and pupils who do not conform to sex stereotypes, against discrimination
based on sex, including sexual harassment. California law also prohibits discrimination based on
gender, gender expression, gender identity, and sexual orientation. Under Title IX, pupils may
not be discriminated against based on their parental, family, or marital status, and pregnant
and parenting pupils may not be excluded from participating in any educational program,
including extracurricular activities, for which they qualify. For more information about Title IX,
or how to file a complaint of noncompliance with Title IX, contact: Director of Student Services
(based on board policy) office at (661) 273-3680.

Uniform Complaint Policy and Procedure (not referring to clothing) — EC 222, 234.1, 262.3,
32289, 47606.5, 47607.3, 48853, 48853.5, 48985, 49013, 49609.5, 51225.1, 51225.2, 52060-
52076; 5 CCR 4600 et seq.

The Uniform Complaint Procedures apply to the filing, investigation and resolution of
complaints regarding alleged:

1. failure to comply with federal or state law or regulations governing adult education,
consolidated categorical aid programs, migrant education, vocational education,
child care and developmental programs, child nutrition programs and special
education programs;

2. unlawful discrimination against any protected group as identified under Education
Code (EC) sections 200 and 220 and Government Code section 11135, including
actual or perceived sex, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic group identification, race,
ancestry, national origin, religion, color, or mental or physical disability, or age, or on
the basis of a person's association with a person or group with one or more of these
actual or perceived characteristics, in any program or activity conducted by a local
agency, funded directly by, or that receives or benefits from any state financial
assistance;
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10.

failure to comply with school safety planning requirements as specified in Section
7114 of Title 20 of the United States Code;

unlawful discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying based on actual or
perceived characteristics set forth in Section 422.55 of the Penal Code and EC 220,
and disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality, race or
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or association with a person or group with one
or more of these actual or perceived characteristics;

unlawful imposition of pupil fees for participation in educational activities in public
schools;

failure to comply with the requirements established through the Local Control
Funding Formula related to the Local Control and Accountability Plan as described in
EC sections 52060 through 52076 or sections 47606.5 and 47607.3;

noncompliance with physical education instructional minutes at specified grade
levels;

inappropriate assignment of a pupil to courses without educational content or
previously completed and received a grade sufficient for satisfying the requirements
for high school graduation and admission into post-secondary education;
noncompliance with education provisions for pupils in foster care, who are
homeless, or who are former juvenile court school students; and

failure to reasonably accommodate lactating pupils. A complaint must be filed no
later than six months from the date the complainant first obtains knowledge of the
concern. These uniform procedures require the complainant to submit a written
complaint to the Palmdale Aerospace Academy’s Board of Directors who will
coordinate an investigation and response within 60 calendar days of receipt of the
written complaint, unless the complainant agrees in writing to extend the time line.
If the District finds merit in a complaint, the District shall provide a remedy to all
affected pupils, parents/guardians. A complainant may appeal the District’s decision
to the California Department of Education (CDE) by filing a written appeal within 15
calendar days after receiving the District’s decision. The CDE may directly intervene
in the complaint without waiting for action by the district when one of the conditions
listed in Section 4650 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations exists, including
cases in which the district has not taken action within 60 calendar days of the date
the complaint was filed with the district. If a district is found to have violated a state
or federal law and/or regulation, and the District does not take corrective action to
comply, then various civil remedies may be available. Contact the Director of Student
Services (based on board policy) office for additional information at (661) 273-3680.
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